Ashley’s Story

“When the doctor told me that I had a degenerative condition in my spine, it felt as if my world had fallen apart.

Ever since I was small, all I ever wanted to do was to be a mechanic.  Trouble was, my condition meant that I was unable to lift any weight over 20 pounds – there’s not much call for mechanics that are unable to lift.

There I was in the hospital with tears running down my face – confused, angry but most of all, downright depressed.  Years of hard study and constantly having to prove that I was as good as the boys, all wiped out in one go.  Life can be so cruel sometimes.

So, it was off home to Southampton and down to the Jobcentre.  And no, I didn’t want any of the dead-end jobs they offered me.  I think I must have driven Lorraine, the girl helping me to find a job, mad!

Lorraine took me to Enham for an open day and asked what I thought about training in Computer Aided Design.  

After living on site for eighteen months, making friends with some of the most wonderful people I’ve ever come across – trainers and residents – I left Enham with seven City and Guild certificates.  Now, I’m on a seven-year architecture course at university in Oxford.

What has Enham done for me? It’s given me a whole new lease of life and career focus.  I’ve got hopes and dreams back that I thought had been lost forever.”

Ashley Bell

Computer Aided Design Trainee and ex-Enham Client, 2006/2007
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